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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendments 

1. This Continued Examination Office Action is in reply to the Request for Continued Examination 
filed on 6 April 2009. 

2. Claims 7, 8, 10, 14, 18, and 33 have been amended. 

3. Claim 37 is new and has been added. 

4. Claims 7-19 and 33-37 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

5. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6 April 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

6. In the previous office action, Claims 7-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claims 7-19 have been amended to recite statutory subject matter 
and the rejection is withdrawn. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 6 April 2009 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

8. Applicant submits that Dalby et al. (Dalby) (U.S. 7,133,901 does not teach or suggest in amended 
Claim 7: (1) receiving, based on the message, a characteristic identifying a first subgroup of 
selected participants in an enterprise, wherein receiving the characteristic comprises extracting 
the characteristic from the message based on at least one of a keyword search, natural language 
parsing and application of a rule-based expert system [see Remarks page 12, second 
paragraph]. 

9. With regard to argument (1), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Dalby teaches receiving, 
based on the message (notifying message), a characteristic (criteria attribute, recipient attributes) 
identifying a first subgroup of selected participants (first group of matched recipients) in an 
enterprise, wherein receiving the characteristic comprises extracting the characteristic from the 
message based on at least one of a keyword search (simple keyword search, LDAP queries, SQL 
queries, BOOLEAN), natural language parsing and application of a rule-based expert system 
(see at least column 7, lines 55-66, column 8, lines 62-66, column 9, line 42 through column 10, 
line 26, column 12, line 57 through column 13, line 34, column 15, line 32 through column 16, line 
34, and FIG. 's 5 and 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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11. Claims 7-19 and 33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dalby et al. 
(Dalby) (U.S. 7,133,901). 

With regard to Claims 7 and 33, Dalby teaches a computer-implemented method and 
device: 

• a participant description database identifying participants and describing the 
participants' participation in an enterprise (members of community information 
system 300) (see at least column 1 1 , line 4 through column 12, line 64); 

• a data processing system (message module 324) configured to perform processing 
activities, the activities including (receive the announcement) (see at least column 1 1 , 
line 4 through column 12, line 64): 

• receiving, using a processor (community information system 208), a message 
from a user (message recipient) (see at least column 12, line 57 through column 
13, line 34); 

• receiving, based on the message (notifying message), a characteristic (role, 
criteria attribute, recipient attributes) identifying a first subgroup of selected 
participants (first group of matched recipients) in an enterprise (community), 
wherein receiving the characteristic comprises extracting the characteristic from 
the message based on at least one of a keyword search (simple keyword search, 
LDAP queries, SQL queries, BOOLEAN), natural language parsing and 
application of a rule-based expert system (see at least column 7, lines 55-66, 
column 8, lines 62-66, column 9, line 42 through column 10, line 26, column 12, 
line 57 through column 13, line 34, column 15, line 32 through column 16, line 
34, and FIG.'s 5 and 6); 

• receiving a specification (academic specific attributes) of the characteristic, the 
specification delineating a second subgroup of participants (gender, grade-point 
average, full-time or part-time, second matched group) within the first subgroup 
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(first group), the specification added to the set of machine-readable instructions 
(see at least column 10, lines 14-26 and column 13, lines 1-6); 
• managing, using a processor, communications with the second subgroup based 
upon the characteristic and the specification of the characteristic (communicate 
with integration module 320 to generate an announcement to be delivered to a 
specific recipient or group of recipients) (see at least column 10, lines 27-47). 

With regard to Claim 8, Dalby teaches wherein the specification assigned to the 
characteristic to customize the set of machine-readable instructions to the enterprise 
(target criteria can be one or more attributes selected from those contained or included in 
the user or recipient's account) (see at least column 12, lines 33-56). 

With regard to Claim 9, Dalby teaches wherein receiving the specification of the 
characteristic comprises receiving a specification particular to the characteristic 
(Operators can be used to combine the defined criteria to form the target criteria attribute) 
(see at least column 12, line 57 through column 13, line 6). 

With regard to Claim 10, Dalby teaches wherein receiving the characteristic 
identifying the first subgroup comprises extracting a domain from the message (process 
continues until the nth criterion is searched and an nth matched group is defined) 
identifying the first subgroup based on the nature and type of the first subgroup's 
participation in the enterprise (defines which recipient or groups of recipients are to 
receive the announcement, position within the organization, department, job description) 
(see at least column 12, line 33 through column 13, line 67). 

With regard to Claim 11, Dalby teaches wherein receiving the characteristic 
identifying the first subgroup comprises receiving a selection from amongst a collection of 
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potential characteristics (compared against a database of recipient attributes) (see at 
least column 12, lines 66-67). 

With regard to Claim 12, Dalby teaches further comprising presenting an 
inventory of specifications of the characteristic to a participant (An individual through a 
graphical user interface creates this target criteria attribute fro selectable target criteria) 
(see at least column 12, lines 33-49). 

With regard to Claim 13, Dalby teaches associating a plurality of participant 
characteristics with each of a plurality of participants in the enterprise, subgroups of the 
plurality of participants sharing common characteristics (continues until the nth criterion is 
searched and an nth matched group is defined) (see at least column 13, lines 2-5). 

With regard to Claim 14, Dalby teaches wherein associating the plurality of 
participant characteristics with each of the plurality of participants comprises associating 
a plurality of attribute values with each of the plurality of participants (continues until the 
nth criterion is searched and an nth matched group is defined) (see at least column 13, 
lines 2-5). 

With regard to Claim 15, Dalby teaches wherein managing communications 
comprises establishing a contact list of the participants in the second subgroup (potential 
recipient lists and associated attributes) (see at least column 14, lines 53-65). 

With regard to Claim 16 Dalby teaches wherein establishing the contact list 
comprises dynamically establishing the contact list for a particular message (message 
module 324 can either return a list of potential matches to administrator 310) (see at least 
column 15, lines 53-62). 
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With regard to Claim 17, Dalby teaches receiving a border (nth criterion) 
identifying a third subgroup of the second subgroup of selected participants, the border 
drawn from a second characteristic hard-coded into a set of machine-readable 
instructions (see at least column 13, lines 2-5). 

With regard to Claim 18, Dalby teaches identifying managed communications by 
one or more of the characteristic and the specification of the characteristic rather than the 
border (the manner by which the announcement can be delivered) (see at least column 
13, lines 52-67). 

With regard to Claim 19, Dalby teaches: 

• receiving a role of a participant within the second subgroup (see at least 
column 10, lines 6-13) 

• excluding the participant from communications within the second subgroup 
based on the role (targeting criteria defining the recipient or group of 
recipients to receive the announcements) (see at least column 10, lines 36- 
47). 

With regard to Claim 34, Dalby teaches wherein the participant description 
database (database 306) includes a participant object identifying a particular participant 
("role") and describing the particular participant's participation (academic specific 
attribute) in an enterprise (see at least column 9, line 64 through column 10, line 26. 

With regard to Claim 35, Dalby teaches wherein the participant object includes 
information describing a qualification (group memberships, academic major and minor, 
roles) of the particular participant (see at least column 10, lines 14-26). 
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With regard to Claim 36, Dalby teaches wherein the data processing system 
(community information system 300) is also configured to perform activities including 
receiving the specification that is particular to the characteristic (storing information) (see 
at least column 9, lines 9-41). 



With regard to Claim 37, Dalby teaches providing machine-readable instructions 
for presenting a collection of potential specifications of the characteristic to a user to 
further delineate the first subgroup into a second subgroup (A second criterion is 
searched in this first group of matched recipients to create a second matched group) (see 
at least column 13, lines 1-5). 

Conclusion 

12. The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• Neale et al. (U.S. 6,925,608) discloses a graphical user interface for building Boolean 
queries and viewing search results. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to THOMAS MANSFIELD whose telephone number is (571)270-1904. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-6 pm, alt. Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Bradley Bayat can be reached on 571-272-6704. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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